
This document contains both information and form fields. To read information, use the Down Arrow 
from a form field. 

Problem-Solving Matrix

What background information do I 
need to approach this problem? 

What themes or rules apply to this 
problem? (Think: theories, principles, 
proofs, and rules) 

What steps are involved in breaking 
this problem down? Can I re-write it 
in my own words, or as a step-by-
step list?

What problems have I seen before 
that are similar to this? (Identify 
common gaps/errors)
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